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The Capital Research Center is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization
established in 1984 to examine how foundations, charities, and other
nonprofits spend money and get involved in politics and advocacy,
often in ways that donors never intended and would find abhorrent.

We receive no government funding and rely entirely on the support of
individual donors and charitable foundations.
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n rare cases a major political contest comes along

where a strident ideologue is the clear front-runner.

This frees donors to spend as their heart dictates
and allows the rest of us a look into who they are and
what they really want for America. This is what has hap-
pened in the 2025 New York City mayoral race.

Big money donors with a public history of funding
moderate Republican or Democratic candidates are of-
ten privately much more ideologically conservative or
liberal than the politicians they bankroll in partisan
primaries. The reason for the discrepancy is strategic:
moderate candidates are often presumed to be the best
bet for beating the other party’s candidate in a general
election. So, wealthy donors often use their brains, and
ignore their heart, when they write those big checks.

While hiding what they really believe from the public
record isn’t their intent, it is nonetheless the result.

Zohran Mamdani, an unapologetic left-wing socialist,
won the New York City Democratic mayoral primary

this summer and became the presumed winner of Tues-
day’s general election in the Democratic stronghold.
Former New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, the epitome of
establishment Democratic Party ideology and family
pedigree, lost to Mamdani in the primary, but jumped
back in as an independent for the general election.

Simplifying matters further, Republican Curtis Sliwa,
founder of the Guardian Angels and a fixture in New
York City culture for decades, will siphon off support
from donors who cannot stomach the agenda of either
Democrat.

The Capital Research Center was created to identify and
profile the money and influence driving American pub-
lic policy. Regardless of which man becomes the next
New York City mayor, the campaign finance reports
from this race provided us a unique opportunity to ac-
complish this mission.

What follows are profiles of the donors to each of the
three candidates.”
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ANDREW CUOMO FILED AS AN INDEPENDENT IN
THE 2025 NEW YORK CITY MAYORAL ELECTION,
AFTER LOSING TO ZOHRAN MAMDANI IN THE
DEMOCRATIC PARTY PRIMARY.

ANDREW CUOMO

Andrew Cuomo filed as an independent in the 2025 New
York City mayoral election, after losing to Zohran Mam-
dani in the Democratic Party primary. Cuomo most no-
tably served as governor of New York from 2011 until
his resignation in 2021 amid a series of sexual harass-
ment allegations. He has worked to position himself as a
left-leaning moderate in the mayoral race, between the
socialist Mamdani and the right-of-center Republican
candidate Curtis Sliwa.

ENDORSEMENTS AND CAMPAIGN FINANCES

A guide to endorsements in the general election com-
piled by City & State New York listed a handful of labor
unions publicly backing Cuomo, including the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 3, the
International Brotherhood of Teamsters Local 237 and
Teamsters Joint Council 16, Local 726 and the New York
State Legislative Conference Board of the Amalgamated
Transit Union, the New York City Coalition of the Inter-
national Union of Operating Engineers, and the New

York City Deputy Sheriffs Benevolent Association. The
education advocacy group PLACE NYC also endorsed
Cuomo, as did the Asian Wave Alliance and the Crown
Heights United PAC. However, “in a highly polarized
race,” City & State observed, “endorsements may have
limited impacts.”

As of October 22, 2025, the New York City Campaign
Finance Board disclosed that Cuomo’s campaign had
received $5,504,307 in private funds and $7,067,017 in
public funds, for total receipts of $12,571,324. Total dis-
bursements at that time were $9,084,886.

Applicable campaign finance laws cap individual con-
tributions at $2,100. Groups that make independent
expenditures supporting or opposing a candidate in the
election are not subject to these limitations, but they are
prohibited from coordinating their activities with the
campaign itself.

INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURES

According to the Campaign Finance Board, more than
$37 million worth of independent expenditures have
been made in the New York City mayoral race as of Oc-
tober 22. The vast majority of this money was spent ei-
ther supporting Cuomo or opposing Mamdani. The pri-
mary independent expenditure committee supporting
Cuomo and opposing Mamdani is Fix the City, which, as
of October 22, reported $32.3 million in contributions
and $24.8 million in total spending. $16.5 million of
this was spent supporting Cuomo, and $8.2 million was
spent opposing Mamdani.

The largest organizational contributor to Fix the City
has been food delivery company DoorDash, which gave
$1 million. Two Trees Management, a real estate devel-
opment company whose founder, David Walentas, gave
$100 million to the University of Virginia in 2019, con-
tributed $250,000. So did the construction firm Hal-
mar International. Liberty View Associates contributed
$280,000.
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https://apnews.com/article/andrew-cuomo-resigns-17161f546bb83c32a337036ecf8d2a34
https://www.cityandstateny.com/politics/2025/09/heres-whos-running-new-york-city-mayor-2025/401994/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/politics/2025/10/endorsements-2025-nyc-mayoral-general-election/406718/
https://www.influencewatch.org/labor-union/international-brotherhood-of-electrical-workers/
https://www.influencewatch.org/labor-union/international-brotherhood-of-electrical-workers/
https://www.influencewatch.org/labor-union/international-brotherhood-of-teamsters-ibt/
https://www.influencewatch.org/labor-union/amalgamated-transit-union/
https://www.influencewatch.org/labor-union/amalgamated-transit-union/
https://www.influencewatch.org/labor-union/international-union-of-operating-engineers/
https://www.influencewatch.org/labor-union/international-union-of-operating-engineers/
https://www.nyccfb.info/VSApps/CandidateSummary.aspx?as_cand_id=2993&as_election_cycle=2025&cand_name=Cuomo,%20Andrew%20M&office=Mayor&report=summ
https://www.nyccfb.info/candidate-services/limits-thresholds/2025/
https://www.nyccfb.info/independent-expenditures/about-ies
https://www.nyccfb.info/VSApps/WebForm_Finance_Independent.aspx?as_election_cycle=2025
https://www.fixthecity.nyc/
https://www.nyccfb.info/VSApps/IndependentSpenderSummary.aspx?spender_id=Z193&as_election_cycle=2025&cand_name=Fix%20the%20City,%20Inc.
https://news.virginia.edu/content/100-million-gift-benefit-first-generation-students-university-virginia

Perhaps the two most notable characteristics of Fix the
City’s major individual funders are that they are 1) very
wealthy and 2) ideologically eclectic.

Indeed, the New York Times reported back in June that
“at least 16 donations can be tied to individuals Forbes
magazine identified as billionaires.” This includes do-
nors who have previously supported both Republican
and Democratic candidates for various offices and who
have engaged in wide-ranging philanthropic activities.

MICHAEL BLOOMBERG

The biggest donor by far to Fix the City has been billion-
aire Michael Bloomberg, who has contributed $8.3 mil-
lion. Bloomberg himself served as mayor of New York
City from 2002 to 2013, a tenure that partially over-
lapped with Cuomo’s governorship. Apart from an abor-
tive campaign to win the Democratic Party’s presidential
nomination in 2020, Bloomberg has since primarily ex-
ercised influence as a prolific political donor and philan-
thropist. According to OpenSecrets, Bloomberg was the
top Democratic donor in the 2024 election, contributing
more than $60 million.

Bloomberg’s philanthropy exists under the Bloomberg
Philanthropies umbrella. This includes personal and
corporate giving, as well as the Bloomberg Family
Foundation, a private foundation that reported $11.8
billion in net assets in 2023. That year, the foundation
gave nearly $380 million to Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty—Bloomberg’s undergraduate alma mater—which ac-
counted for more than a third of its grantmaking. The
Washington Post reported that, as of 2024, Bloomberg
had given Johns Hopkins at least $4.55 billion.

Bloomberg Philanthropies focuses on five issue areas:
public health, the environment, education, government
innovation, and the arts. Since 2019, Bloomberg has
committed $1 billion to the Beyond Carbon campaign,
described by Bloomberg Philanthropies as “one of the
largest philanthropic efforts to transition to clean ener-
gy in the U.S.”

In 2023, the Bloomberg Family Foundation granted
more than $130.5 million earmarked to “accelerate tran-
sition to clean energy.” Another longtime policy priority
for Bloomberg has been gun control. A New York Times
article from 2020 stated that since 2007, he had given
$270 million to advance the issue. Bloomberg reported-
ly provides between a quarter and a third of the funding
for Everytown for Gun Safety—by far the largest dedi-
cated gun control advocacy group in the United States.

OTHER FIX THE CITY CONTRIBUTORS

Multiple individuals associated with the cosmetics com-
pany Estée Lauder have contributed significant sums
to Fix the City. The company’s board chair, William
P. Lauder, gave $1 million. Ronald S. Lauder (who re-
tired from the company’s board earlier this year) gave
$750,000, while his wife, Jo Carole Lauder, gave an ad-
ditional $250,000. Jack Zinterhofer, senior presidential
associate at Estée Lauder, has contributed $500,000 to
Fix the City.

The Lauder family—among the wealthiest in the coun-
try—includes some notable philanthropists. The late
Leonard Lauder famously gave $1 billion worth of art-
work to the Metropolitan Museum of Art in 2013, while
Ronald donated an extensive arms and armor collection
to the museum in 2020.

Various wealthy members of the Tisch family have also
made significant contributions to Fix the City, including
Laurie M. Tisch ($150,000) and former Loews Corpora-
tion co-chairmen Jonathan and Andrew Tisch ($150,000
combined). Jonathan Tisch is also a co-owner of the
New York Giants. Alice Tisch contributed $500,000 to
Fix the City. Family member Jessica Tisch—who is not
listed as a Fix the City contributor—is New York City’s
current police commissioner, and Cuomo has indicated
he would ask her to remain in that position if elected.

On October 15, Fix the City received a $1 million contri-
bution from Joe Gebbia, co-founder of Airbnb and Sa-
mara. Gebbia also gave an additional $1 million to the

CAPITAL RESEARCH CENTER 5



https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/01/nyregion/cuomo-donors-mayor.html
https://www.influencewatch.org/person/michael-bloomberg/
https://www.opensecrets.org/elections-overview/biggest-donors?t0-search=bloomberg
https://www.influencewatch.org/non-profit/bloomberg-family-foundation-bloomberg-philanthropies/
https://www.influencewatch.org/non-profit/bloomberg-family-foundation-bloomberg-philanthropies/
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/205602483/202423199349102912/full
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2024/07/08/mike-bloomberg-johns-hopkins-free-medical-school/
https://www.bloomberg.org/approach/
https://www.bloomberg.org/environment/advancing-clean-energy/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/02/15/us/politics/michael-bloomberg-spending.html
https://www.philanthropy.com/article/michael-bloomberg-and-the-gun-violence-prevention-movement-its-complicated
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/02/15/us/politics/michael-bloomberg-spending.html
https://www.influencewatch.org/non-profit/everytown-for-gun-safety/
https://www.elcompanies.com/en/news-and-media/newsroom/press-releases/2025/01-10-2025-114520227
https://www.elcompanies.com/en/news-and-media/newsroom/press-releases/2025/01-10-2025-114520227
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/new-york-playbook-pm/2025/06/10/republican-donors-andrew-cuomo-mayor-trump-zohran-mamdani-00397030
https://www.insidephilanthropy.com/home/leonard-lauder-used-his-beauty-fortune-to-share-art-with-the-world
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/09/arts/design/ronald-lauder-arms-armor-met.html
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/new-york-playbook-pm/2025/06/12/republicans-hound-hochul-in-dc-00403199
https://loews.com/about/leadership/directors-emeriti/default.aspx
https://www.cityandstateny.com/politics/2022/11/new-york-focus-found-six-big-spenders-who-have-poured-money-pacs-backing-kathy-hochuls-republican-challenger/379347/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/09/nyregion/jessica-tisch.html
https://www.nydailynews.com/2025/10/19/cuomo-says-hell-keep-jessica-tisch-as-nypd-commish-if-elected/
https://joegebbia.com/about
https://www.nyccfb.info/FTMSearch/IndependentSpenders/Contributions?ec=2025&rt=ind&ir=Gebbia%2C%20Joseph

anti-Mamdani committee Defend NYC on the same day.
Airbnb separately contributed $10 million to another
committee called Affordable New York, which has con-
tributed across numerous city races, including in oppo-
sition to Mamdani.

While Gebbia previously supported Democratic candi-
dates, including Hillary Clinton and Joe Biden, he voted
for Donald Trump in 2024. In August 2025, Trump ap-
pointed Gebbia as the administration’s new chief design
officer, pursuant to an executive order aimed at improv-
ing the functionality and appearance of government
websites. Gebbia’s philanthropic giving has included
$25 million to help address oceanic plastic pollution,
$25 million to the Malala Fund to support girls’ educa-
tion internationally, and $25 million to address home-
lessness in San Francisco.

Billionaire real estate developer Steve Wynn gave
$500,000 to Fix the City. Wynn is a major Republican
donor, having given more than $12 million in the 2024
cycle according to OpenSecrets, and he once served as
the Republican National Committee’s finance chair. Bil-
lionaire hedge fund manager Bill Ackman contributed
$750,000 to Fix the City, plus another $1 million to the
separate anti-Mamdani committee, Defend NYC. Ack-
man has historically supported candidates from both
political parties. In the 2024 presidential election, he
first backed then-Rep. Dean Phillips (D-MN) in his pri-

THE BIGGEST DONOR BY FAR TO FIX
THE CITY HAS BEEN BILLIONAIRE
MICHAEL BLOOMBERG, WHO HAS

CONTRIBUTED $8.3 MILLION.

mary challenge to then-president Biden, but later en-
dorsed Donald Trump in the general election.

Other notable donors to Fix the City include billionaire
media mogul Barry Diller, currently the chairman and
senior executive at TAC, who contributed $250,000.
Mark Gorton, the founder of LimeWire and Tower Re-
search Capital, a major backer of Robert F. Kennedy Jr.’s
2024 presidential campaign, also gave $250,000. Daniel
S. Loeb, founder and CEO of the hedge fund Third Point,
contributed $600,000. Ricky Sandler, founder and CEO
of Eminence Capital, contributed $500,000. David Ros-
en of Rubric Capital Management gave $400,000. John
B. Hess, chief executive officer of the Hess Corporation,
contributed $1 million.

One particularly well-known $250,000 donor to Fix
the City is Reed Hastings, the billionaire co-founder,
chairman, and former CEO of Netflix. Hastings is a ma-
jor Democratic political donor, having given millions
to support the party over the years—including nearly
$7 million to boost Kamala Harris via the Republican
Accountability PAC in 2024. Hastings also topped The
Chronicle of Philanthropy’s list of 2024’s biggest philan-
thropists, thanks to a $1.1 billion contribution he and
his wife, Patty Quillin, made to their fund housed at the
Silicon Valley Community Foundation—reported to be
largely focused on supporting education.
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https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/03/us/politics/reed-hastings-netflix-biden-withdraw.html
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CURTIS SLIWA, A WELL-KNOWN
FIXTURE IN NEW YORK CITY IS RUNNING
AS THE REPUBLICAN NOMINEE IN THE
2025 NEW YORK CITY MAYORAL RACE.

CURTIS SLIWA

Curtis Sliwa, a well-known fixture in New York City
known best as founder of the Guardian Angels, is run-
ning as the Republican nominee in the 2025 New York
City mayoral race. The Guardian Angels, founded in
1979, is a volunteer group that patrols neighborhoods in
response to rising crime in New York City. The organiza-

tion, which still operates chapters in multiple countries,
is registered as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit and focuses on com-
munity safety, crime prevention, and youth outreach.

This election marks Sliwa’s second bid for mayor, fol-
lowing his 2021 campaign against current Mayor Eric

Adams. His current platform emphasizes restoring pub-
lic order, expanding police presence, and addressing
quality-of-life concerns in the city.

CAMPAIGN FINANCES

According to the most recent filings with the New York
City Campaign Finance Board, Curtis Sliwa’s mayoral
campaign has raised a total of $5.76 million. This includes
$1.3 million in private contributions and $4.45 million in

public funds received through the city’s matching funds
program. The program provides taxpayer-funded match-
ing dollars for small contributions from New York City
residents, significantly amplifying local donations.

Of the campaign’s total private contributions, about
$876,000 came from New York City donors and $426,000
from donors outside the city. Because the city matches
eligible in-city donations at a rate of up to eight-to-one,
the $4.45 million in public funds far exceeds the amount
raised directly from New York City residents, highlight-
ing the central role of taxpayer-supported matching in
Sliwa’s campaign financing. Any unused public matching
funds will be returned to the city. His campaign reports
roughly 10,440 individual donors with an average con-
tribution of $125, total expenditures of $2.36 million,
and an estimated balance of $3.4 million.

SUPER PAC: VOTE COMMON SENSE

Filed on October 8, 2025, a newly formed pro-Sliwa su-
per PAC called Vote Common Sense has entered the New
York City mayoral race, raising roughly $76,000 in its
first weeks and already spending more than $250,000
on television and digital ads promoting his campaign.

Public filings show that the PAC received three $300,000
contributions from an entity listed as Molly LLC, along
with additional donations of $25,000 from Caroline
Ratner, $15,000 from E. O’Brien Murray, and three oth-
er smaller contributions. The group’s message centers
on crime, public safety, and the city’s economic strug-
gles, echoing Sliwa’s campaign themes with the slogan,
“Crime is up. Small businesses are being crushed. The
subways aren’t safe. Schools are failing. We can’t afford
more radical decline.”

No public information exists about Molly LLC, the PAC’s
largest contributor, and no business registration match-
ing that name has been identified in New York’s corpo-
rate records. There is a lack of transparency regarding
the funding source of this entity and therefore its po-
tential role as a conduit for anonymous donors. Because
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https://www.guardianangels.org/
https://www.sliwafornyc.com/
https://www.nyccfb.info/vsapps/CandidateSummary.aspx?as_cand_id=2618&as_election_cycle=2025&cand_name=Sliwa,%20Curtis%20A&office=Mayor&report=summ
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https://votecommonsenseny.com/
https://www.nydailynews.com/2025/10/12/first-pro-curtis-sliwa-super-pac-launches-ad-spree-as-mayoral-election-nears/
https://publicreporting.elections.ny.gov/IndependentContributions/IndependentContributions

super PACs are permitted to accept unlimited contri-
butions, entities such as Molly LLC can legally channel
large sums of money into city elections without full do-
nor disclosure, making this an example of “dark money”
involvement in the 2025 mayoral race.

Sliwa has previously sought to distance himself from
this kind of outside financial backing. In August 2025,
he contrasted his campaign with those of his opponents,
saying, “All three of my opponents have PACs. They also
have billionaires supporting them, and I outraised them
all last quarter.” The “third opponent” he referenced was
Eric Adams, who later dropped out of the race at the end
of September. While Sliwa has criticized the influence of
wealthy donors and super PACs, the emergence of Vote
Common Sense suggests that outside supporters have
begun mobilizing significant financial resources on his
behalf as the mayoral race intensifies.

INDEPENDENT OPPOSITION: NEW YORKERS FOR A
BETTER FUTURE MAYOR 25, INC.

The only independent expenditure identified as oppos-
ing Curtis Sliwa comes from a committee called New
Yorkers for a Better Future Mayor 25, Inc., which report-
ed spending $100,000 on digital advertisements target-
ing both Sliwa and Zohran Mamdani while promoting
Andrew Cuomo. The cam-
paign material is written
in Russian and features
the slogan, “A vote for
Sliwa is a vote for Mam-
dani,” indicating that it is
aimed at Russian-speak-
ing voters in New York
City neighborhoods such
as Sheepshead Bay with a
Russian-speaking popu-
lation of 23%. The ad en-
courages viewers to “vote
for Cuomo, the best choice
for New York,” reflecting

an outreach strategy to mobilize the city’s sizable Rus-
sian-language electorate.

This $100,000 expenditure remains the only outside
spending reported against Sliwa and stands in contrast
to the multimillion-dollar super PAC activity surround-
ing Cuomo and Mamdani.

OPPOSITION SPENDING AND DEMOCRATIC DIVIDE

According to filings, Fix the City, a super PAC backed
by $8.3 million in donations from billionaire Michael
Bloomberg, has already spent millions on advertising
and field operations opposing Mamdani’s campaign.
Meanwhile, outside groups aligned with Mamdani have
poured more than $4 million into efforts to paint Cuomo
as corrupt and out of touch. The contest has effectively
split the Democratic base between moderate Democrats,
aligned with Cuomo’s reform message, and the far-left
faction supporting Mamdani’s socialist platform.

Cuomo, now running as an Independent after losing the
Democratic primary, has argued that Mamdani’s agenda
is too extreme for New York City. This dynamic leaves Sli-
wa, the Republican candidate, largely untouched by out-
side opposition spending while his Democratic opponents
expend significant resources attacking one another.

8 SOCIALISM, CAPITALISM AND THE NYC MAYORAL DONORS
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ASSEMBLY MEMBER ZOHRAN MAMDANI HAS
BUILT ONE OF THE LARGEST WAR CHESTS

IN MODERN CITY POLITICS BY COMBINING
SMALL-DOLLAR CONTRIBUTIONS WITH A
NETWORK OF PROGRESSIVE ORGANIZATIONS.

ZOHRAN MAMDANI

Assembly Member Zohran Mamdani—who identifies as
a democratic socialist—has built one of the largest war
chests in modern city politics by combining small-dollar
contributions with a network of progressive organiza-
tions, which has fueled his campaign’s momentum.

According to the NYC Campaign Finance Board (CFB),
Mamdani has tallied roughly $4 million in private con-
tributions and $12.7 million in public matching funds
made possible by the city’s matching funds program
that amplifies qualifying donations up to $250. This
system has transformed Mamdani’s more modest gifts,
giving him a clear edge over his opponents.

New York City’s public matching system has been cen-
tral to Mamdani’s rapid resource accumulation, en-
abling supporters from varied ideological corners—pro-
gressive activists, labor unions, and ideologically bound
communities—to amplify their impact.

THE “OFFICIAL ZOHRAN MAMDANI SUPPORT PAC”

Beyond direct contributions, a significant portion of
Mamdani’s support flows through New Yorkers for Low-
er Costs, an independent-expenditure committee brand-
ed as the “Official Zohran Mamdani Support PAC.”

CFB records detail its top donors (detailed below)—Uni-
ty & Justice Fund, Mohammad (Waqas) Javed, Omer
Hasan, and Elizabeth Simons—and document extensive
Facebook ads, text campaigns, and get-out-the-vote ef-
forts boosting Mamdani while targeting rivals such as
Andrew Cuomo. This super-PAC’s activities, from digi-
tal ads to grassroots mobilization, have amplified Mam-
dani’s message while navigating legal boundaries to
avoid direct coordination.

A September spending notice itemizes ad buys and
vendor payments, illustrating the committee’s role in

saturating key voter demographics with pro-Mamdani
content.

The financial backbone of New Yorkers for Lower Costs
reveals a mix of institutional and individuals. Unity &
Justice Fund, a federally registered PAC, emerges as a
top donor in CFB filings.

Wealthy individuals such as Mohammad (Waqas) Javed,
Omer Hasan, and Elizabeth Simons also feature promi-
nently in October CFB notices, their contributions fuel-
ing targeted voter outreach.

Elizabeth Simons, a billionaire philanthropist tied to
the Heising-Simons Foundation, donated $250,000
to the Mamdani PAC. Additional contributors to New
Yorkers for Lower Costs include tech executives Mo-
hammad Wagqgas Javed and Omer Hasan, who donated
$250,000 each.

As well, the Council on AmericanIslamic Relations’ Uni-
ty & Justice Fund made a $100,000 contribution to New
Yorkers for Lower Costs.
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https://www.nyccfb.info/vsapps/CandidateSummary.aspx?as_cand_id=2899&as_election_cycle=2025&cand_name=Mamdani%2C%2520Zohran%2520K&office=Mayor&report=summ
https://www.nyccfb.info/program/how-it-works
https://www.nyccfb.info/program/how-it-works
https://supportzohran.com/?fbclid=IwY2xjawNsgDxleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFFVlZPRG5CYW5HcVMwazE3AR4ebajBVfCZ8rAMT_zwccYZh_1DRnmt-eUJq3RIRC7-16UIpzE5aU5zOgweKQ_aem_oleRk0QCCpJ3SFWC69nQ8g
https://supportzohran.com/?fbclid=IwY2xjawNsgDxleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFFVlZPRG5CYW5HcVMwazE3AR4ebajBVfCZ8rAMT_zwccYZh_1DRnmt-eUJq3RIRC7-16UIpzE5aU5zOgweKQ_aem_oleRk0QCCpJ3SFWC69nQ8g
https://www.nyccfb.info/ftmsearch/IndependentSpenders/Contributions?ec=2025&rt=ind&indId=Z196
https://www.nyccfb.info/ftmsearch/IndependentSpenders/Expenditures?ec=2025&ofc=1&ir=New%2520Yorkers%2520for%2520Lower%2520Costs&viewMode=list&page_no=1
https://www.fec.gov/data/committee/C00881011/
https://www.nyccfb.info/ftmsearch/IndependentSpenders/Contributions?ec=2025&rt=ind&indId=Z196
https://www.nyccfb.info/ftmsearch/IndependentSpenders/Expenditures?ec=2025&ofc=1&ir=New%2520Yorkers%2520for%2520Lower%2520Costs&viewMode=list&page_no=1
https://www.influencewatch.org/person/liz-simons/
https://www.influencewatch.org/non-profit/heising-simons-foundation/
https://nypost.com/2025/08/20/us-news/billionaire-hedge-fund-heir-elizabeth-simons-donates-250k-to-pro-zohran-mamdani-super-pac/
https://www.nyccfb.info/VSApps/IndependentSpenderSummary.aspx?as_election_cycle=2025&cand_name=New+Yorkers+for+Lower+Costs&spender_id=Z196
https://www.nyccfb.info/VSApps/IndependentSpenderSummary.aspx?as_election_cycle=2025&cand_name=New+Yorkers+for+Lower+Costs&spender_id=Z196
https://www.nyccfb.info/FTMSearch/IndependentSpenders/Contributions?ec=2025&rt=ind&ir=Javed&indId=Z196
https://www.nyccfb.info/FTMSearch/IndependentSpenders/Contributions?ec=2025&rt=ind&ir=Javed&indId=Z196
https://www.nyccfb.info/FTMSearch/IndependentSpenders/Contributions?ec=2025&rt=ind&ir=Hasan%2C%20Omer&indId=Z196
https://www.bloomberg.com/features/2025-nyc-mayor-race-donations/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.influencewatch.org/non-profit/council-on-american-islamic-relations-cair/
https://www.jns.org/cair-reportedly-donated-100000-to-support-mamdani-campaign-for-nyc-mayor/
https://www.jns.org/cair-reportedly-donated-100000-to-support-mamdani-campaign-for-nyc-mayor/
https://www.jns.org/cair-reportedly-donated-100000-to-support-mamdani-campaign-for-nyc-mayor/

In reviewing other contributors to New Yorkers for Low-

Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC) contributed

er Costs, Tariq Afaqg Ahmed donated $25,000, and Na-
seem Tuffaha, who donated $10,000 via a single contri-
bution, is Chair of HEAL Palestine.

Sunita Viswanath, another verified donor to the PAC,
contributed $1,000. Viswanath serves as Executive Di-
rector of Hindus for Human Rights (HfHR). She was
also arrested at the Maersk Gaza protest.

Sarah Ahmed contributed $3,000 and is active in the
Palestine Youth Movement (PYM) activism, per Canary
Mission.

Salah Zalatimo contributed $1,000 and is a founding
member of the Palestinian advocacy group, “We for P.”

Restaurant owner Abdul Elenani contributed a total of
$12,500 across three installments ($5,000 on 6/13/2025,
$5,000 on 6/16/2025, $2,500 on 8/14/2025). He also
provided free meals for Mamdani volunteers and hosted
a Gaza fundraiser, raising $25,000 for its activism. Ayat’s
menu features “From the River to the Sea” phrasing,.

Unity Lab PAC contributed $23,500 and is active in
the pro-Palestinian movement. The American-Arab

$5,000 in total for ad buys.

The Jewish Vote, the electoral arm for Jews for Racial
& Economic Justice (JFREJ), contributed $3,000. The
group is part of the Jews for Zohran initiative and pub-
lished a November 2025 voter guide urging support on
the Working Families Party line.

OTHER SUPPORT
SEIU

The Service Employees International Union (SEIU) and
its affiliates have supported Zohran Mamdani both fi-
nancially and through organizing. The Empire State’s
32BJ SEIU PAC reported an independent expendi-
ture for phone-banking on Mamdani’s behalf, totaling
$10,332.

Additionally, the 1199SEIU United Healthcare Work-
ers East formally endorsed Mamdani for mayor in July
2025. At its 2024 convention, SEIU adopted a resolution
calling for a “permanent cease-fire, humanitarian aid
and peace” in the Gaza conflict. Consistent with Mam-
dani’s platform, SEIU advocates for racial justice, labor
rights, and causes aligned with Black Lives Matter.
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https://www.nyccfb.info/ftmsearch/IndependentSpenders/Contributions?ec=2025&rt=ind&indId=Z196
https://www.nyccfb.info/ftmsearch/IndependentSpenders/Contributions?ec=2025&rt=ind&indId=Z196
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/muslim-donors-flood-mamdanis-campaign-nyc-mayor-national/story?id=123678079
https://www.healpalestine.org/about
https://www.hindusforhumanrights.org/
https://www.hindusforhumanrights.org/en/blog/special-message-from-hfhr-executive-director-sunita-viswanath
https://www.palestinianyouthmovement.com/
https://canarymission.org/individual/Sarah_Ahmed
https://canarymission.org/individual/Sarah_Ahmed
https://www.linkedin.com/company/we-for-p/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.ynetnews.com/food/article/bk7lvb00klg
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DPZVauUEZuA/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DMWUMv8MPCD/
https://www.opensecrets.org/political-action-committees-pacs/unity-lab-pac/C00812345/summary/2024
https://donorbox.org/national-tv-ad-for-palestine
https://adc.org/section/palestine
https://adc.org/section/palestine
https://jfrej.org/the-jewish-vote/
https://www.jfrej.org/
https://www.jfrej.org/news/2025/06/jews4zohran
https://www.jfrej.org/news/2025/10/jfrejs-november-2025-voter-guide
https://workingfamilies.org/
https://www.influencewatch.org/labor-union/service-employees-international-union-seiu/
https://www.influencewatch.org/labor-union/32bj-seiu/
https://nyccfb.info/FTMSearch/IndependentSpenders/ExpendituresDetails?communication_id=7053&ec=2025&spender_id=Z44&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.influencewatch.org/labor-union/1199seiu-uhe/
https://www.1199seiu.org/media-center/1199seiu-endorses-zohran-mamdani?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://convention-docs.seiu.org/2024/ADOPTED-Resolution-108_-Resolution-for-Permanent-Ceasefire-Humanitarian-Aid-and-Peace-revised_English.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.seiu.org/blacklivesmatter?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Several employees of the anti-Zionist Jewish Voice for
Peace (JVP) donated small, match-eligible amounts to
Mamdani’s campaign.

Separately, campaign records indicate that academic
donors—many affiliated with Columbia University and
New York University—have contributed a combined
$125,000 to Mamdani in individual donations.

Foreign-Address Donations:
What the Record Shows Right Now

According to a New York Post report, Mamdani’s cam-
paign accepted nearly $13,000 from 170 foreign donors,
which violates U.S. and New York City campaign finance
laws, with $7,190 unrefunded. Examples include Ada
Diaz Ahmed ($2,100, Dubai), James Furlaud ($2,100,
Australia), Dr. Bariah Dardari ($500, Dubai, refunded),
Jun-Dai Bates Kobashigawa ($250, Canada), Ugur Mac-
it ($250, Germany), and Ahmed Enbya ($100, Canada).
Some contributions have reportedly been refunded, and
others are pending.

CONCLUSION

In early 1981, mere months into his presidency, Ronald
Reagan joked about the inevitable turf battles in any
new administration by saying “sometimes our right
hand doesn’t know what our far-right hand is doing.”

Both Republicans and Democrats endure these inter-
mural feuds, and journalists love to report on it when
the facts are available. They don’t often get that chance
because these fights usually occur out of public view,
with the combatants and their motives hard to discern.

This year’s New York City mayoral race has been a
striking exception. To paraphrase Reagan, it’s hard to
imagine a clearer opportunity to identify the “left hand”
and the “far left hand” of the Democratic donor base in
America’s largest city, and really the nation as a whole.

* The research for this report was compiled through October 21. It is not a complete effort. More
money will be given and spent in the final days before the election, and some money will flow in after
the ballots have been cast. Should the late funding materially change what is presented above, the

report will be updated after the race has concluded.
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https://www.jewishvoiceforpeace.org/
https://www.jewishvoiceforpeace.org/
https://www.nyccfb.info/FTMSearch/Candidates/Contributions?ec=2025&rt=can&ct=IND%2CCAN%2CSPO%2CFAM&cand=2899&emp=Jewish%20Voice%20for%20Peace&trans=ABC%2CM
https://www.ngo-monitor.org/ngos/jewish_voice_for_peace_jvp_/
https://www.columbia.edu/
https://www.nyu.edu/
https://www.nyccfb.info/FTMSearch/Candidates/Contributions?ec=2025&rt=can&ct=IND%2CCAN%2CSPO%2CFAM&cand=2899&emp=Columbia&trans=ABC%2CM
https://nypost.com/2025/10/12/us-news/mamdanis-mayoral-campaign-took-in-13000-in-illegal-foreign-campaign-cash-records-show/
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/zohran-mamdanis-nyc-mayoral-campaign-took-foreign-cash-raising-compliance-questions
https://www.csmonitor.com/1981/0406/040630.html
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