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By Suzanne Fields

D
espite its heat and hu-

midity, August isn’t 
cruel like April, but 
it taps deeper into 

melancholy. The days grow shorter, 
sunlight becomes less intense and 
shadows lengthen, shading the 
edges of experience. Summer begins 
to feel like Sunday night.

I’m sitting on a park bench in 
Woods Hole, Mass., watching strollers, 
runners and bicyclists on a narrow 
public path bordered with leafy green 
and wildfl owers. The sky is blue, and 
the clouds tease the imagination with 
fanciful white pu� s. But many of the 
passers-by, young and old, see neither 
the lavender nor the green and blue. 
They never hear the song of a bluebird 
or the croak of a bullfrog. How can 
they? Their ears are plugged with the 
paraphernalia of cellphones, shut-
ting out the sounds of late summer in 
exchange for music, media and bits 
and pieces of information from the 
wired world.

The digital distractions alter 
the way we see and hear the world 
around us, and this is especially true 
in the great outdoors. For those of a 
certain age, a well of memory sustains, 
and we’re like Proust at the seaside, 
fl ooded with childhood memories of 
laughter and conversation over drip-
ping ice cream cones. Our children 
and grandchildren are growing up in 
a di� erent sphere, not necessarily nar-
rower, where the high-tech machines 
create what will be remembered. 
This gives new meaning to Marshall 
McLuhan’s idea that “the medium is 
the message.” The wired connections 
disconnect us from our immediate 
surroundings.

“The most important thing in our 
culture-sphere isn’t change, but the 
fact that reality itself is dwindling,” ob-
serves Henry Allen in The Wall Street 
Journal. “Is some sort of cultural en-
tropy homogenizing us?” Mr. Allen, a 
Pulitzer medalist, knows the zeitgeist, 
and wrote a book about the fl avor of 
each decade of the 20th century. Some 

decades were tastier than others.
It’s not that the good old days were 

better, but they were alive in di� erent 
ways, separating everybody into their 
private worlds, but always bringing 
them together again with the plea-
surable reminiscences of what had 
passed. We played board games face to 
face, not on a screen, arguing between 
moves, relishing the human contact.

The arguments over the rules, who 

was right and who was wrong, were 
part of the game. Now the arguments 
are quickly settled when someone 
looks at a tiny instrument in the palm 
of his hand and announces the cold 
fact. Every generation has its unique 
vocabularies, its slang and jargon (and 
its vulgarisms) to keep out the adults. 
But now hip idioms expand so quickly 
across generations that they become 
instant anachronisms. “Gay Paree” 

has no meaning now unless you’re 
homosexual. Has any word changed 
meaning so conclusively in such a 
short time? The language of love once 
required felicitous feelings. Consider 
the soft murmur of a “liaison” with the 
harsh consonants of a “hook-up.”

For Americans, September 11 
was a turning point in many ways. 
Before that date that shares infamy 
with December 7, we felt secure 
in the old ways of thinking that 
sustained us in Western traditions 
even if sometimes honored in their 
breach. Once terrorism struck 
home with terror and violence, 
robbing us of our snug (and smug) 
confi dence of invincibility, we lost a 
sense of collective a� ection, despite 
our protestations to the contrary.

From the books and movies 
about London in the Blitz, the moral 
certainties of World War II, we 
feel an envy of those who lived life 
intensifi ed. There was no argument 
over whether the Nazis were evil. 
The Islamists are an enemy that 
does not unite us in the same way. 
We watch a revolution splinter into 
factions in Egypt, with the dead and 
wounded displayed on the televi-
sion screen, and we aren’t even 
sure which side we’re rooting for 
(if we root at all). The president 
insists that “we don’t take sides,” an 
ominous and ironic footnote to his 
Cairo speech of only four years ago, 
which he called “A New Beginning.”

Western idealism is no longer a 
lens for interpreting the world, and 
it’s a questionable lens for looking 
at ourselves. We can reach anyone 
and everyone in an instant with the 
new media of the Internet, but we 
don’t have a message that unites us. 
We feel individual control over little 
beyond the machinery of the media. 
“We are all outsiders,” says Mr. Allen, 
“with no inside to be outside of.” One 
cellphone rings in a crowd, and we all 
think it’s for us.

Suzanne Fields is a columnist for The 
Washington Times and is nationally 
syndicated.

Wired connections and 
cultural disconnects

The noise of the plugged-in world                   
drowns out the sound of real life

By Victor Davis Hanson

Two quite di� erent 21st-century Ameri-
cas are emerging. The nation is not 
so much divided by “wars” between 
the rich and poor, men and women, 

or white and non-white. Instead, there is the 
world of reality versus that of triviality.

In the vast plains of the Dakotas and the 
American West, thousands of men and women 
of all classes and colors are fracking oil and gas 

to create new energy for millions of homeown-
ers and commuters — while giving America a 
second chance at strategic energy independence.

Yet the benefi ciaries mostly ignore these 
elemental e� orts. They instead prefer to fi xate 
on the alleged sexual creepiness of big-city 
political mediocrities like Bob Filner and 
Anthony D. Weiner.

As we sleep, 7,000 miles away, there are 
still thousands of American troops of all 
races, ages and classes and both genders in 
godforsaken conditions fi ghting the Taliban to 
allow millions in Afghanistan the chance for 
an alternative to medieval theocracy and to 

Triviality 
versus 
reality

Obama played cards 
while SEALs dealt death 

to bin Laden

By Terrence Scanlon

W
hile Americans rightly have been ap-
palled by the ugly details of the Internal 
Revenue Service crackdown on conser-
vative groups, another scandal much 
longer in the making has been festering.

Left-wing nonprofi ts such as 
ACORN’s successor groups are fl out-
ing federal law by spending tax-exempt 

funds for partisan political activities, using “fi scal sponsorship” to 
shift those funds through a shell game of various activist groups. 
That’s the fi nding of Cause of Action, a nonpartisan good-government 
group, in its new report, “Conprofi t: How the IRS’ Failed Enforcement 
Allows Nonprofi t Money Laundering.”

“Signifi cant loopholes in the tax code have opened the door to abuse 
for organizations to funnel money, fabricate tax documents, and destroy 
charities by abusing fi scal sponsorship,” says Cause of Action’s executive 
director, Dan Epstein.

Building on the research of the Capital Research Center, which has 
tracked ACORN since 1998, con-
gressional investigators determined 
in 2010 that ACORN used its laby-
rinthine organizational structure 
to shield its activities and funding 
streams from view. ACORN moved 
taxpayer funds and tax-exempt 
donations between tax-exempt and 
non-exempt organizations within 
its network in order to illegally un-
derwrite political activities, accord-
ing to the report. President Obama 
used to work for former ACORN 
a!  liate Project Vote, a Democratic 
get-out-the-vote group still in close 
contact with White House o!  cials.

According to Cause of Action, 
similar abuses continued even after 
ACORN fi led for bankruptcy in 
November 2010.

Its newly incorporated state 
chapters in California, New York 
and Texas — now known as Al-
liance of Californians for Com-
munity Empowerment, New York 
Communities for Change, and 
Texas Organizing Project — en-
gaged in conduit funding and used 
tax-exempt donations for political 
activity. Cause of Action’s probe 
“found patterns of behavior that 
mirror ACORN’s past abuse of 
the tax code.” Within these new 
groups, “the corrupt fi scal sponsor-
ship schemes, which ACORN 
organizations previously instituted, reappear[ed] without amelioration.”

A fi scal sponsor typically serves as a fi nancial clearinghouse for 
groups that haven’t incorporated themselves as nonprofi t organiza-
tions. Individual donors contribute to the groups’ tax-exempt sponsor 
and deduct the donations from their income tax. Fiscal sponsors take a 
percentage of donations as administrative fees and transfer the rest to 
the new group.

Lax IRS enforcement allows left-wing nonprofi ts to use fi scal 

sponsorship to skirt the law and spend tax-exempt funds, which aren’t 
supposed to go to partisan purposes, on explicitly political activities.

Nonprofi t law expert Kenneth Brier says fi scal-sponsorship abuse is 
common. “I have seen so many charities think that if you funnel money 
through somebody who’s got a 501(c)(3) status, that there’s just no prob-
lem. I’ve seen private foundations spend money earmarked for lobbying, 

but think they had no problem because they sent it through a (c)(3) 
public charity, and I’ve seen private foundations spend money for other 
non-charitable purposes but think they didn’t have a problem because 
the money was funneled through a (c)(3) public charity.”

House Oversight Committee Chairman Darrell E. Issa, California 
Republican, has sounded the alarm, accusing New York Communities 
for Change (NYCC), a 501(c)(4) social-welfare organization, of engag-
ing in political activities forbidden under the tax code by participating 

in Occupy Wall Street protests. In a November 2011 letter to the U.S. 
Attorney for the Eastern District of New York, Mr. Issa implied the or-
ganization was merely an extension of the now-defunct New York state 
chapter of ACORN. “NYCC’s o!  ce is located in a space formerly held 
by ACORN, and NYCC employs many former ACORN sta� ers, includ-
ing New York’s former ACORN director,” he wrote.

The month before, Cause of Action asked the IRS to investigate New 
York Communities for Change. That group, like New York ACORN, 
may participate in “improper fi scal-sponsorship arrangements” with 
related 501(c)(3) entities, including the New York Communities 
Organizing Fund Inc., American Environmental Justice Project, and 
New York Agency for Community A� airs. Note that the latter two 
groups were o!  cial ACORN a!  liates in the old, now-disbanded 
ACORN network.

In an annual report, New York Communities Organizing Fund 
Inc. described New York Communities for Change as its “sister 
organization.” The groups are headquartered at the same address in 
Brooklyn, which is the same o!  ce occupied by New York ACORN. 
New York Agency for Community A� airs, which has been accused 
of abusing its tax-exempt status, is related to the old ACORN a!  li-

ate known as the Mutual Hous-
ing Association of New York, a 
501(c)(3) nonprofi t that owns 
and operates housing projects. It 
received federal housing grants, 
and New York Agency for Com-
munity A� airs may now enjoy 
federal funding.

Last year, The New York 
Times reported that New York 
Communities for Change’s 
organizing director, Jonathan 
Westin, “design[ed]” an “anti-
Romney campaign.” This “blatant 
electioneering activity” should 
not only subject the organization 
to taxation, but also “impute li-
ability to any 501(c)(3) entity that 
acts as a sponsoring organization 
of NYCC’s political activities.”

New York Communities for 
Change’s legal problems are 
just the tip of the iceberg. Other 
rebranded ACORN state a!  liates 
engage in similar dubious prac-
tices, Cause of Action reports.

It’s unlikely the Obama admin-
istration will investigate these 
abuses. Attorney General Eric H. 
Holder Jr.’s Justice Department 
never lifted a fi nger to investigate 
an allegation of a nearly $1 million 
misappropriation from ACORN by 
Dale Rathke, the younger, socialite 
brother of ACORN founder Wade 

Rathke. The younger Rathke purportedly spent his ill-gotten gains, in-
cluding ACORN employees’ pension money, on parties, limousines and 
shopping trips to New York.

With Benghazi, Operation Fast and Furious, National Security 
Agency spying and countless other scandals raging, the Obama adminis-
tration has its hands full at the moment.

Terrence Scanlon is president of Capital Research Center.
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